
 

 

GIITF May 10, 2018 

Southwest Power Pool 

GENERATOR INTERCONNECTION IMPROVEMENT TASK FORCE MEETING 

Thursday, May 10, 2018 

Conference Call and Webex 

 

•  M I N U T E S  •  

 

Agenda Item 1 – Administrative Items 

SPP Chair Al Tamimi (Sunflower) called the meeting to order at 9:00 am CST.  All ten members were in attendance 
in person or by phone or were represented by proxy.  The complete list of attendees is attached.   

The minutes of the March 29, 2018 meeting were approved by voice vote with none opposed and no abstentions. 

Agenda Item 2 – Review of Past Action Items 

Steve Purdy (SPP staff secretary) reviewed the action item report from the previous meeting.   

Agenda Item 3 – Survey of Providers’ Storage Practices 

Micha Bailey (SPP) reviewed the results of a survey of other transmission providers’ practices for storage energy 
resources.   

Agenda Item 4 – ERIS threshold examples 

Anthony Cook (SPP staff) reviewed the four proposals discussed at the last meeting to enhance the threshold 
criteria for ERIS requests by adding a MW impact criteria to the existing distribution factor criteria.   Examples of 
each proposal were provided for each of the four proposals discussed.   

The group discussed the merits of each proposal.  Concerns expressed with Option 4 included complexity of 
administration, opportunity to “game” the system by withdrawing or subdividing requests in order to avoid cost 
allocation, transfer of ownership creating conflicting cost responsibility. 

Action Item – SPP staff asked to identify the number of unique additional constraints that would be identified 
under Option 4 in comparison with the other options, and to suggest ways to address the concerns. 

It was suggested that a simple reduction of the threshold from 20% to a lower amount would not necessarily lead 
to fewer real-time constraints.   

Action Item – SPP staff asked to consider options for conducting a congestion study to determine whether there is 
a benefit created by reducing the threshold.    

Agenda Item 5 – Light-load Dispatch Recommendation 

Anthony Cook reviewed a proposal to change the current practice of dispatching requests in the non-study cluster 
groups at 20% in the High Variable Energy Resource case and instead leave such requests at their ITP dispatch 
levels.  The reasoning is that the 20% dispatch was originally developed prior to the existence of significant 
amounts of variable energy resources to provide some amount of “counter flow”.  The current firm-service 
variable energy resources dispatch levels are considered adequate counter flow without altering the dispatch.  It 
was estimated that this change would allow the study of current requests queued through the DISIS-2017-002 
cluster.    
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Some were concerned that the change would lead to constraints not being identified.  Participants were asked to 
consider the proposal for discussion and possible endorsement at the next meeting. 

Action Item – SPP staff was asked to provide options for exporting the requested generator output off-system in 
lieu of sinking it within SPP.   

Agenda Item 6 – Order 845 

Steve Purdy reviewed the highlights of FERC’s recent order on improving the GI queue process (presentation 
attached).  The order was published in the Federal Register on May 9.  A compliance filing is due August 7.     

Richard Seide offered to provide a report on MISO’s plans for offering surplus capacity.   

Action Item – SPP staff was asked to put the items that will need stakeholder input on the next meeting’s agenda, 
namely (1) surplus capacity, (2) permissible technical advancements, (3) interconnection service at less than the 
full generator capability.   

Agenda Item 7 – Summary of Action Items 

In addition to the action items highlighted in red in the body of this report, SPP staff was asked to provide an 
update at the next meeting on the status of the three-stage process tariff language and to contact the RTWG about 
the possibility of a joint meeting with GIITF to review tariff language.   

Agenda Item 7 – Discussion of Future Meetings 

The next meeting is a face-to-face meeting in Kansas City scheduled for June 7 starting at 9:00 am CST.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Steve Purdy 
Secretary 
 

Attachments 

0 – Agenda 
1 – Attendance List 
2 – Order 845 presentation 
 



 

Antitrust:  SPP strictly prohibits use of participation in SPP activities as a forum for engaging in practices or communications that 
violate the antitrust laws.  Please avoid discussion of topics or behavior that would result in anti-competitive behavior, including but 
not limited to, agreements between or among competitors regarding prices, bid and offer practices, availability of service, product 
design, terms of sale, division of markets, allocation of customers or any other activity that might unreasonably restrain competition. 

 

Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 
GENERATOR INTERCONNECTION IMPROVEMENT TASK FORCE MEETING 

Thursday, May 10, 2018 
Teleconference 

 
•  A G E N D A  •  

 
9:00 am – 12:00 pm CST 

 
1. Administrative Items ............................................................................................ Al Tamimi/Steve Purdy 

a. Introductions, Proxies, Quorum, Anti-trust statement 

b. Approval of minutes of previous meeting 

2. Review of Past Action Items ................................................................................................. Steve Purdy 

3. Survey of Providers’ Storage Practices ................................................................................ Micha Bailey 

4. ERIS Threshold Examples ................................................................................................ Anthony Cook 

5. Light-load Dispatch Recommendation .............................................................................. Anthony Cook 

6. Order 845 .............................................................................................................................. Steve Purdy 

7. Summary of Action Items ..................................................................................................... Steve Purdy 

8. Discussion of Future Meetings ............................................................................................. Steve Purdy 

 June 7 Kansas City 
 July 12 Teleconference 
 August 2 Little Rock 
 September 6 Teleconference 
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ParticipantName

1 Aaron Heun

2 Aaron Vander Vorst

3 Al Tamimi

4 Andrew Aston (OGE)

5 Aruna Ranaweera

6 Brian Johnson (AEP)

7 Brian Moix

8 Brian Rounds (AESL)

9 Bruce Grey

10 Bryce Bowie

11 Calvin Daniels (WFEC)

12 Chris Giles

13 Christi Pinkerton

14 Clifford Franklin

15 D Clark (SPP)

16 Derek Sunderman

17 Dirk Shulund

18 Glen Skarbakka

19 James Smith (AEP)

20 Jason Mazigian (BEPC)

21 Jeremy Severson

22 john brodbeck

23 John Stephens

24 Jonathan Myrick

25 Juan Hayem

26 Kevin Pera

27 Lisa Sullivan

28 Marisa Choate

29 matthew stoltz

30 Micha Bailey

31 Michael Wegner (ITC)

32 Raman Somayajulu (Enel)

33 Randy Lindstrom

34 Richard Seide (Apex Clean Energy)

35 Rob Janssen

36 Shawn Geil (KEPCo)

37 Shawnee Claiborn‐Pinto

38 Skip (Xcel Energy / SPS)

39 Steve Gaw

40 Thomas Fecho

41 Todd Tarte

42 William Holden
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Order 845 Summary
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1

Order 845
• Issued April 19, 2018

• Result of NOPR RM17-8 issued in December 2016

• Compliance filing due 90 days after posting in the Federal Register

2
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Improve Certainty
• Remove the limitation that interconnection customers may only exercise the 

option to build a transmission provider’s interconnection facilities and 
standalone network upgrades in instances when the transmission provider 
cannot meet the dates proposed by the interconnection customer (Modifies 
articles 5.1, 5.1.3 and 5.1.4 of the pro forma LGIA); 

• Transmission providers must establish interconnection dispute resolution 
procedures that allow a disputing party to unilaterally seek non-binding 
dispute resolution (Addition of Section 13.5.5 to pro forma LGIP). 

3

Promote Informed Decisions
• Transmission providers shall outline and make public a method for 

determining contingent facilities (Addition of new Section 3.8 to the pro 
forma LGIP ); 

• Transmission providers shall list the specific study processes and 
assumptions for forming the network models used for interconnection studies 
(Revises Section 2.3 of the pro forma LGIP); 

• Revises the definition of “Generating Facility” to explicitly include electric 
storage resources (Definition change to the pro forma LGIP and the pro forma 
LGIA); and 

• Establishes reporting requirements for aggregate interconnection study 
performance (Modifies the pro forma LGIP section on OASIS Posting; 
renumbered to Section 3.5). 

4
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3

Enhance the Interconnection Process
• Allows interconnection customers to request a level of interconnection service 

that is lower than their generating facility capacity (Modifies Sections 3.1, 4.4.1, 
4.4.2, 6.3, 7.3, 8.2 and Appendix 1 of the pro forma LGIP); 

• Requires transmission providers to allow for provisional interconnection 
agreements that provide for limited operation of a generating facility prior to 
completion of the full interconnection process (Definitions in Section 1 of the pro 
forma LGIP and Article 1 of the pro forma LGIA; adds Article 5.9.2 and renumbers 
Article 5.9 of the pro forma LGIA; Renumbering); 

• Transmission providers shall create a process for interconnection customers to 
use surplus interconnection service at existing points of interconnection (Add 
definition to Section 1 of the pro forma LGIP and Article 1 of the pro forma LGIA; 
new Sections 3.3 and 3.3.1 to the pro forma LGIP); and 

• Transmission providers shall set forth a procedure to allow transmission providers 
to assess and, if necessary, study an interconnection customer’s technology 
changes without affecting the interconnection customer’s queued position 
(Transmission provider develop a technological change procedure along with a 
definition of permissible technological advancement to be included in their pro 
forma LGIP). 

5

Rejected Reforms
• Requiring periodic restudies

• Self-funding of network upgrades

• Posting of congestion and curtailment information

• Modeling of electric storage resources

6
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